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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 31-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Specifically, the claim pertains to a computer 
program product per se. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or. a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-9, 18-23, 31-34, and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated. by Baudel et al., Patent Number: 5,666,499, hereinafter Baudel. 

3. . With regard to claim 1 , which teaches a method for facilitating computer editing 
of an electronic document, said electronic document comprising a plurality of objects 
that are graphically rendered in a layout comprising a plurality of unique locations, said 
method comprising: positioning a first cursor at a first location within said electronic 
document, positioning a second cursor at a second location within said electronic 
document, wherein said first and second cursors are independently displayable and 
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independently positionable at any of said plurality of unique location of said electronic 
document, Baudel teaches, in column 5, lines 40-65, a method for editing a electronic 
document where objects are manipulated via a primary cursor [402], controlled by a 
primary pointer device [114], and a secondary cursor [410], controlled by a secondary 
pointer device [116], where the cursors are independently displayable and 
independently positionable. With regard to claim 1, which teaches defining a selection 
string based upon a selected contiguous arrangement of at least one object of said 
plurality of objects, Baudel teaches, in column 8, lines 1-12, making a context selection 
with their non-dominant hand (secondary cursor). With regard to claim 1, which teaches 
transferring said selection string to a location within said electronic document as 
determined by said second location of said second cursor, Baudel teaches, in column 8, 
lines 1-12, transferring (pasting) the object to a new location defined by the position of 
the dominant hand (primary cursor). 

4. With regard to claim 2, which teaches transferring comprises a copy and paste 
operation, Baudel teaches, in column 8, lines 1-12 and column 4, lines 23-29, 
transferring via a copy and paste operation. 

5. With regard to claim 3, which teaches transferring comprises a cut and paste 
operation, Baudel teaches, in column 8, lines 1-12 and column 4, lines 23-29, 
transferring via a cut (delete) and paste operation. 

6. With regard to claim 4, which teaches transferring is repeated responsive to user 
input, Baudel teaches, in column 8, lines 1-12 and column 4, lines 23-29, transferring 
via a copy and paste operation. The Examiner takes OFFICIAL NOTICE that is well 
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know in the art that a user can subsequently reiterate a paste action to re-paste an 
object located on the clipboard. 

7. With regard to claim 5, which teaches position said second cursor at a third 
location within said electronic document; and transferring said selection string t a 
location within said electronic document as determined by said third location of said 
second cursor, Baudel teaches, in column 8, lines 1-12, transferring (pasting) the object 
to a new location defined by the position of the dominant hand (primary cursor). 

8. With regard to claims 6 and 32, which teach repeatedly repositioning said second 
cursor at new locations within said electronic document; and transferring said selection 
string to each of a plurality of new locations within said electronic document as 
determined by said repeatedly reposition said second cursor, Baudel teaches, in column 

8, lines 1-12, transferring (pasting) the object to a new location defined by the position 
of the dominant hand (primary cursor). Baudel'teaches, in column 8, lines 1-12 and 
column 4, lines 23-29, transferring via a copy and paste operation. The Examiner takes 
OFFICIAL NOTICE that is well know in the art that a user can subsequently reiterate a 
paste action to re-paste an object located on the clipboard. 

9. With regard to claim 7, which teaches the selection string being defined before 
said second cursor is positioned at said second location within said electronic 
document, Baudel teaches, in column 8, lines 1-12, context is selected with the non- 
dominant hand prior to the dominant hand pasting where the dominant hand is further 
positionable for pasting. 
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10. With, regard to claim 8, which teaches the selection string being defined after said 
second cursor is positioned at said second location within said electronic document, 
Baudel teaches, in column 8, lines 1-12, context is selected with the non-dominant hand 
prior to the dominant hand being pasting. The user could first place the dominant hand 
in a position they desire to have content placed, then select the content, and then paste 
in the previously positioned area. 

1 1 . With regard to claims 9 and 33, which teach the first and second cursors are 
simultaneously displayed and positionable in a common graphical user interface 
window, Baudel teaches, in column 8, lines 1-12, the first and second cursors being 
simultaneously displayed and positionable in the same GUI window. 

12. With regard to claim 18, which teaches the first cursor being displayed within a 
first graphical user interface window, and the second cursor being displayed within a 
second graphical user interface window, Baudel teaches, in column 5, lines 40-58, the 
primary cursor [402] being displayed in the main areas [400], and the secondary cursor 
[410] being displayed in the tool palette [406]. 

13. With regard to claim 19, which teaches the first cursor being positionable within a 
first graphical user interface window, and the second cursor being positionable within a 
second graphical user interface window, Baudel teaches, in column 5, lines 40-58, the 
primary cursor [402] being positionable in the main areas [400], and the secondary 
cursor [410] being positionable in the tool palette [406]. 
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14. With regard to claim 20, which teaches one or more of the plurality of objects 
comprise a text symbol, Baudel teaches, in column 4, lines 30-49 and in figure 3, one of 
the objects being a text symbol [306]. 

1 5. With regard to claim 21 , which teaches one or more of the plurality of objects 
comprise a text object, Baudel teaches, in column 4, lines 30-49 and in figure 3, one of 
the objects being a text object [306]. 

16. With regard to claim 22, which teaches one or more of the plurality of objects 
comprise a graphical object, Baudel teaches, in column 4, lines 30-49 and in figure 3, 
one of the objects being a graphics object [304,306,308,310]. 

17. With regard to claims 23 and 34, Baudel teaches, in column 5, lines 40-58, a 
primary cursor being controlled by a primary pointing device, and a secondary cursor 
being controlled by a secondary pointing device. 

18. With regard to claim 31, which teaches a computer media product implementing 
a method for facilitating computer editing of an electronic document comprising a 
plurality of objects that are graphically rendered in a layout comprising a plurality of 
unique locations, said computer media product comprising computer programmable 
code implementing: positioning a first cursor at a first location within said electronic 
document, positioning a second cursor at a second location within said electronic 
document, wherein said first and second cursors are independently displayable and 
independently positionable at any of said plurality of unique location of said electronic 
document, Baudel teaches, in column 5, lines 40-65, a method for editing a electronic 
document where objects are manipulated via a primary cursor [402], controlled by a 
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primary pointer device [114], and a secondary cursor [410], controlled by a secondary 
pointer device [116], where the cursors are independently displayable and 
independently positionable. With regard to claim 31, which teaches defining a selection 
string based upon a selected contiguous arrangement of at least one object of said 
plurality of objects, Baudel teaches, in column 8, lines 1-12, making a context selection 
with their non-dominant hand (secondary cursor). With regard to claim 31 , which 
teaches transferring said selection string to a location within said electronic document 
as determined by said second location of said second cursor, Baudel teaches, in 
column 8, lines 1-12, transferring (pasting) the object to a new location defined by the 
position of the dominant hand (primary cursor). 

19. With regard to claim 39, which teaches a method for facilitating computer editing 
of an electronic document, said electronic document comprising a plurality of objects 
that are graphically rendered in a layout comprising a plurality of unique locations, said 
method comprising: positioning a first cursor at a first location within said electronic 
document, positioning a second cursor at a second location within said electronic 
document, wherein said first and second cursors are independently displayable and 
independently positionable at any of said plurality of unique location of said electronic 
document, Baudel teaches, in column 5, lines 40-65, a method for editing a electronic 
document where objects are manipulated via a primary cursor [402], controlled by a 
primary pointer device [1 14], and a secondary cursor [410], controlled by a secondary 
pointer device [116], where the cursors are independently displayable and 
independently positionable. With regard to claim 39, which teaches defining a selection 
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string based upon a selected contiguous arrangement of at least one object of said 
plurality of objects, Baudel teaches, in column 8, lines 1-12, making a context selection 
with their non-dominant hand (secondary cursor). With regard to claim 39, which 
teaches transferring (said selection string) to a location within said electronic document 
as determined by said second location of said second cursor, Baudel teaches, in 
column 8, lines 1-12, transferring (pasting) the object to a new location defined by the 
position of the dominant hand (primary cursor). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

20. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth, in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

21. Claims 10-17 (which depend on claim 1) are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Baudel et al., Patent Number: 5,666,499, hereinafter Baudel, 
and Barber et al., Patent Number: 5,586,243, hereinafter Barber. 

22. With regard to claim 10, which teaches the first and second location are 
separated by a distance such that said first and second cursors are unable to be 
simultaneously displayed in a common graphical user interface window, and wherein 
only one of said first and second cursors is displayed when said graphical user interface 
window displays a portion of said electronic document that comprise a selected one of 
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said first and second cursors, Baudel teaches, in column 5, lines 40-65 and in figures 
4A and 4B, separating the first and second cursors by a distance, where in the 
described embodiment the two cursors are displayed in different windows (primary 
cursor [402] located in the main window [400] and a secondary cursor [410] located in 
the tool palette [406]). Baudel, however, doesn't specifically teach only one of the 
cursors being displayed at a time. 

Barber teaches a system where multiple cursors are available for a user to 
control the display, where the system optional has multiple control devices to control the 
cursor independently (see column 2, line 61 through column 3, line 30 and column 14, 
lines 1-5), similar to that of Buadel, but further teaches a system that when one cursor 
gains focus that window can obscure other window (containing pointers) thereby only 
providing one cursor for display at a time (see column 1 1 , line 55 through column 12, 
line 4, column 7, lines 49-60 and figures 10 and 11). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Barber before him at the time the 
invention was made that windows could be expanded in their maximized state, 
obscuring other windows and their associated pointers. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Baudel and Barber before him at 
the time the invention was made to modify the multiple cursor system of Baudel to 
include the window specific cursors as did Baudel. One would have been motivated to 
make such a combination because this provides dedicated cursors that can be call their 
respective windows into focus. 
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23. With regard to claim 1 1 , which teaches the first and second location are 
separated by a distance such that said first and second cursors are unable to be 
simultaneously displayed in a common graphical user interface window, and wherein 
only one of said first and second cursors are positionable when said graphical user 
interface window displays a portion of said electronic document that comprises a 
selected one of said first and second cursors, Baudel teaches, in column 5, lines 40-65 
and in figures 4A and 4B, separating the first and second cursors by a distance, where 
in the described embodiment the two cursors are displayed in different windows 
(primary cursor [402] located in the main window [400] and a secondary cursor [410] 
located in the tool palette [406]). Baudel, however, doesn't specifically teach only being 
able to position one cursor at a time. 

Barber teaches a system where multiple cursors are available for a user to 
control the display, where the system optional has multiple control devices to control the 
cursor independently (see column 2, line 61 through column 3, line 30 and column 14, 
lines 1-5), similar to that of Buadel, but further teaches a system that when one cursor 
gains focus that window can obscure other window (containing pointers) thereby only 
providing one cursor for movement at a time (see column 1 1 , line 55 through column 
12, line 4, column 7, lines 49-60 and figures 10 and 11), furthermore the preferred 
embodiment of Barber provides one input device for controlling multiple cursors, one at 
a time (see column 14, lines 1-4). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art, having the teachings of Barber before him at the time the invention was made 
that windows could be expanded in their maximized .state, obscuring other windows and 
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their associated pointers. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, 
having the teachings of Baudel and Barber before him at the time the invention was 
made to modify the multiple cursor system of Baudel to include the window specific 
cursors, controlled by a single pointer, as did Baudel. One would have been motivated 
to make such a combination because this provides dedicated cursors that can be call 
their respective windows into focus. 

24. With regard to claims 12 and 13, which teach the GUI window displays a portion 
of said electronic document that comprises a last positioned one of said first and second 
cursors, Barber teaches, in column 5, lines 37-46 and in column 13, lines 49-57, the 
cursor of current focus moves its corresponding focus window to the forefront of the 
display. 

25. With regard to claims 14 and 15, which teach positioning of said first cursor is 
controlled by a first user interface sensor, and said positioning of said second cursor is 
controlled by a second user interface sensor, a primary cursor [402], controlled by a 
primary pointer device [114], and a secondary cursor [410], controlled by a secondary 
pointer device [116]. With regard to claims 14 and 15, which further teach said GUI 
window displays a portion of said electronic document comprising one of said first and 
second cursors that is associated with a last manipulated one of said first and second 
user interface sensors, Barber teaches, in column 5, lines 37-46 and in column 13, lines 
49-57, the cursor of current focus moves its corresponding focus window to the forefront 
of the display. 
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26. With regard to claims 16 and 17, which teach a user interface selection event 
selectively causes said graphical user interface window to display either a portion of 
said electronic document that comprises said first cursor, or a portion of said electronic 
document that comprises said second cursor, Buadel teaches a system that when one 
cursor gains focus that window can obscure other window (containing pointers) thereby 
only providing one cursor for display at a time (see column 1 1 , line 55 through column 
12, line 4, column 7, lines 49-60 and figures 10 and 11). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Barber before him at the time the 
invention was made that windows could be expanded in their maximized state, 
obscuring other windows and their associated pointers. 

27. Claims 24-27 (which depend on claim 1) and 35 (which depends on claim 31) 
are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Baudel et al., Patent 
Number: 5,666,499, hereinafter Baudel, and Lee, Patent Number: 5,999,169. 

28. With regard to claims 24 and 35, Baudel teach, a system to allowing two different 
cursors to be moved independently upon a user interface (see column 5, lines 40-58), 
but doesn't specifically teach controlling the positioning of the first and second cursor 
base upon the movement of one hand-operated user interface device. Lee teaches, a 
system where two cursors are used simultaneously on a device, for means such as 
copying and pasting items (see column 6, lines 43-58), similar to that of Baudel, but 
further teaches two cursors being controlled independently by the same user input 
device (see column 3, lines 1-22). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
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the art, having the teachings of Baudel and Lee before him at the time the invention was 
made to modify the two input device control of Baudel, to use the two inputs from a 
single input device as did Lee. One would have been motivated to make such a 
combination because this still allows for two different signals to control the two different 
cursors, but just contains the two signal input devices to one container, allowing for one 
hand operation, and freeing up desk space. 

29. With regard to claim 25, which teaches a first one of said interactive parameter is 
generated by a sensor housed within said user interface device, wherein said sensor is 
adapted to detect movements of said user interface device relative to two axes 
orthogonal to each other, and wherein a second one of said interactive parameters is 
generated by an additional user interface sensor coupled to said user interface device, 
Lee further teaches, in column 3, lines 1-22, the first signal coming from the mouse 
moving in a conventional manner (two axis measure related to a mouse ball) and the 
second signal coming from a joystick-type pointing device disposed therein. 

30. With regard to claim 26, which teaches the additional user interface sensor 
comprises a tract ball, Baudel further teaches, in column 3, lines 45-56, receiving user 
input from a trackball. 

31 . With regard to claim 27, which teaches the additional user interface sensor 
comprises a touchpad, Lee further teaches, in column 7, lines 51-55, user input from a 
touch pad. 
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32: Claims 29 (which depends on claim 1) and 37 (which depends on claim 31) are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Baudel et al., Patent 
Number: 5,666,499, hereinafter Baudel, and White, "How Computers Work". 

33. With regard to claims 29 and 37, Baudel teaches, in column 5, lines 40-65, a 
method for editing a electronic document where objects are manipulated via a primary 
cursor [402], controlled by a primary input device, and a secondary cursor [410], 
controlled by a secondary input device, where the cursors are independently 
displayable and independently positionable. Baudel further teaches, in column 3, lines 
54-57, the use of a track ball for primary and secondary input. 

Baudel, however, doesn't specifically teach the two independently adjustable 
interactive parameters. White teaches a trackball as is used in Baudel, but further 
teaches two independently adjustable parameters for use in controlling the location of 
the cursor (see pages 224 and 225). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art, having the teachings of Baudel and White before him at the time the invention 
was made to use the same design for its track balls. One would have been motivated to 
make such a combination because White describes the inner workings of the input 
devices of Baudel. 

34. Claims 28 and 30 (which depend on claim 1) and Claim 36 and 38 (which 
depend on claim 31) are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Baudel et al., Patent Number: 5,666,499, hereinafter Baudel, Lee, Patent Number: 
5,999,169, and White, "How Computers Work". 
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35. With regard to claims 28 and 36, Baudel teaches, a system to allowing two 
different cursors to be moved independently upon a user interface (see column 5, lines 
40-58), but doesn't specifically teach controlling the positioning of the first and second 
cursor base upon four different interactive parameters of a touchpad. Lee teaches, a 
system where two cursors are used simultaneously on a device, for means such as 
copying and pasting items (see column 6, lines 43-58), similar to that of Baudel, but 
further teaches, in column 7, lines 51-55, user input from a touch pad. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Baudel and Lee 
before him at the time the invention was made to modify the two input device control of 
Baudel, to use the two inputs from a touchpad, as did Lee. One would have been 
motivated to make such a combination because this provides an alternate means for 
controlling different signals to control the two different cursors, known to be a beneficial 
input mechanism for a laptop or the like. 

Baudel, however, doesn't specifically teach the four different interactive 
parameters of a touchpad. White teaches a touchpad as is used in Lee, but further 
teaches the use of four different interactive parameters (two layers each with vertical 
and horizontal rows of electrons) for controlling the location of the cursor (see page 
226). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings 
of Baudel, Lee, and White before him at the time the invention was made to use the 
same design for its touch pads. One would have been motivated to make such a 
combination because White describes the inner workings of the input devices of Baudel 
and Lee. 
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36. With regard to claims 30 and 38, Baudel teaches, a system to allowing two 
different cursors to be moved independently upon a user interface (see column 5, lines 
40-58), but doesn't specifically teach controlling the positioning of the first and second 
cursor base upon two interactive parameters of a first touchpad and two interactive 
parameters of a second touchpad. Lee teaches, a system where two cursors are used 
simultaneously on a device, for means such as copying and pasting items (see column 
6, lines 43-58), similar to that of Baudel, but further teaches, in column 7, lines 51-55, 
user input from a touch pad. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art, having the teachings of Baudel and Lee before him at the time the invention was 
made to modify the two input device control of Baudel, to use the two inputs from a 
touchpad, as did Lee. One would have been motivated to make such a combination 
because this provides an alternate means for controlling different signals to control the 
two different cursors, known to be a beneficial input mechanism for a laptop or the like. 

Baudel, however, doesn't specifically teach the four different interactive 
parameters of a touchpad. White teaches a touchpad as is used in Lee, but further 
teaches the use of four different interactive parameters (two layers each with vertical 
and horizontal rows of electrons) for controlling the location of the cursor (see page 
226). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings 
of Baudel, Lee, and White before him at the time the invention was made to use the 
same design for its touch pads. One would have been motivated to make such a 
combination because White describes the inner workings of the input devices of Baudel 
and Lee. 
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Conclusion 

37. The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 1 1(c) to 
consider these references fully when responding to this action. The documents cited 
therein teach systems for Ul control via multiple cursors. 

38. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis G. Bonshock whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4047. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 6:30 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m. 

39. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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40. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status, information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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